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NCU presently has regional accreditation

The Higher Learning Commission of the North
Central Association of Colleges and Schools

HLC accredits all types of institutions in 20
states throughout the central U.S.

These include public universities, community
colleges, technical schools, and private colleges

NCU received initial candidacy in 1982 and then
was accredited in 1986.

The last time an NCA team visited NCU was ten
years ago--the longest allowed by law.




Why bother with 1t?

Accreditation is necessary for certain types of financial
ald as well as some Iinstitutional grants.

It allows for students to be able to transfer their credits
to other colleges and universities.

Graduate schools are more open to students who have
degrees from accredited baccalaureate institutions.

It assures parents and students that the college offers a
guality education.

The accreditation process provides the university with
the opportunity to do self -reflection, note its strengths
and weaknesses, and move toward quality
Improvement.




What does the process entail?

The Institutional self -study occurs two to three years
before the visit.

We have to prepare by writing a seltstudy report
which Is sent to the team several months in advance.

The team visit consists of peer reviewers (not a
governmental agency).

Various steps occur after the team is here.




What you should know about

The self-study report we completed Is approximately
280 pages long plus about 120 more of appendices

The Steering Committee helped to write this report.

The Steering Committee is composed of the following:

1 The chairs of each subcommittee (Glen Menzies/Phil Mayo, Paul
Freitag, JoAnn Smith, Ron Jewett, Mark Chaplin)

1 Plus Dan Nelson, TomBurkman, Charlie McElveen and Carolyn
Tennant

1 Student rep, Desiree (Bontrager) Libengood and Alumna rep, Tab
Horne.




Concerning the pr

The report needed to address five criteria defined by
HLC.

A sub-committee was appointed for each of the
criteria, and these committees set about finding
evidence that we had met that particular criterion.

The report was evaluative rather than merely
descriptive.

The sub-committees included all faculty, many
directors and staff, and student and alumni reps.




What did we need to accomplish?

_________________________________________________________________________________ @

We used much hard dat a t

Dan Nelson (with input from the sub -committees)
devised various surveys for our different
constituencies.

We got back very helpful and interesting data
from each group and used this information in the
self-study.

Dan also put together an assessment area on our
website that included assessment of student
learning and institutional evaluation which we
used in the report.

Charlie McElveen developed our E-Resource
Room as well as our Paper Resource Room.




Five team members will come to NCU on
November 12-14

They have access to everything in the
I nsti tutioné. all files
the entire university

They will meet with various personnel, groups, and

committees .
This includes some members of the Board of
Regents, the Presidento0s

Planning Committee, Academic Affairs Committee,
Assessment Committee, students, the faculty and a
reception for members of
well as individual appointments.
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Dr. David Seligman
Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus
Ripon College, WIT Team Chair




Dr. lain Crawford
Vice President for Academic Affairs
The College of Wooster




