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Basic Principles

1)

3)

Of course we will generally recognize our own credits. This means that we will recognize
Carlson Institute credits whether they were taken as NCU curriculum or as part of some
other institution's program, consistent with NCU policy and limitations on use of non-
tradition courses within our traditional residential programs.

The "gold standard" of transferability is college/university-level accreditation with one of
the regional accrediting agencies (e.g., the Higher Learning Commission of the North
Central Association of Colleges and Schools) recognized by the Council on Higher
Education Accreditation (CHEA). These are:

a) the Middle States Commission on Higher Education of the Middle States Association of
Colleges and Schools;

b) the Commission on Institutions of Higher Education of the New England Association of
Schools and Colleges;

c) the Commission on Technical and Career Institutions of the New England Association
of Schools and Colleges;

d) the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and
Schools;

e) the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities;

f) the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools;

g) the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges of the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges; and

h) the Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges and Universities of the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges.

While not on par academically with the regional accrediting agencies, in light of North
Central's heritage as a Bible college, some special weight will be given to the Commission
on Accreditation of the Association for Biblical Higher Education (ABHE), a national
accrediting agency recognized by the Council on Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA).

Other national accrediting agencies recognized by CHEA, such as the Accrediting
Commission of the Distance Education and Training Council (DETC), will be accorded very
little weight.

Greater consideration should be given to "sister schools," schools which closely resemble
NCU in ecclesiastical affiliation, theological posture, and mission.

Over the years North Central has entered into a few transfer agreements with other
institutions that now seem ill advised. We will try to avoid building future policy on these
agreements, and wherever consistency in policy dictates, we will terminate such
agreements.



9)
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Transfer implies recognition of the academic merit of a course or program of study.
Advanced standing is not justified on basis of the academic merit of a course or program,
but rather the education achieved by the active, supervised participation of the individual
in an applied or real-world setting. Thus, in some cases, advanced standing may be
justified for education received in an unaccredited setting where transfer credit would not
be justified.

NCU will transfer in credits specified on transcripts from regionally accredited colleges and
universities (see Principle 2 above) which were earned at another institution and then
transferred to the institution issuing the transcript, without making an independent effort
to ascertain whether or not this work meets generally accepted college-level standards.

NCU will not automatically transfer in credits for Advanced Standing awarded by another
institution. NCU will make its own determinations regarding Advanced Standing.

10) For the purposes of documenting coursework taken in the military, Military Service

Records will be accepted as evidence equivalent to academic transcripts from colleges and
universities.

11) Transferable credits are accepted by North Central University to the extent that they

apply to the studentés declared program of study. Evaluation is done by the Registrarés
Office T in collaboration with Department chairpersons, when necessary i and relevant
credits are articulated and applied to the transcript accordingly. The relevancy of general
courses are determined by course content and will be accepted for transfer credit
according to the Equivalency Requirements for General Education Courses document,
which is in Appendix 1.

12) North Central University will maintain a standing Transfer Credit Policy Committee to

monitor how well the current transfer credit policy is functioning, to suggest improvements
to the policy as necessary, and to fit new schools and kinds of schools that might emerge
into the taxonomy described below.

Note: The old Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges (AABC) is now called the Association

for Biblical Higher Education (ABHE).



Domestic Taxonomy

Designator and Description

Schools using Carlson Institute
Curriculum

Regionally Accredited Schools

College-level work done in the

U.S. military, as delineated in the

so-called ACE Guide (Guide to
the Evaluation of Educational

Experiences in the Armed Services

by the American Council on
Education)

ABHE Accredited, AG Endorsed,

Four-Year Schools

ABHE Accredited Schools

AG Endorsed (or COGIC**),
Four-Year Schools

AG Endorsed (or COGIC**),
Three-Year Traditional Schools

AG Endorsed (or COGIC*¥*),
Two-Year Traditional Schools
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Examples

Fort Myers Master's
Commission

University of Minnesota,
Evangel University,
Central Bible College

Army War College;
Aviation Maintenance
Technician 151A0

Zion Bible College

Oak Hills Christian
College (Bemidii)

Western Bible College
All Saints Bible
College (Four-year
traditional, residential
program)

Latin America Bible
Institute-CA

All Saints Bible College
(Two-year traditional,

Extent of Cooperation

full acceptance of
Carlson Institute
work, but in
accordance with
current NCU
policy*

full transferability
for "C-" work (70%)
or better

full transferability
for "C-" work (70%)
or better, following
the ACE Guide
guidelines

full transferability
for "C-" work (70%)
or better

full transferability
for "C-" work (70%)
or better

full transferability
for "C-" work (70%)
or better

full credit for

most classes with
NCU equivalents,
but restricting such
transfer to 15 credits

full credit for



